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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1, line 4, recites "casing housing", which incorrect the term "housing" should be 
deleted. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kameoka 
et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,839,879). Kameoka et al. discloses a centrifugal air blower having 
a fan with a plurality of blades spaced circumferentially there around for generating air flow (see 
Figure 1 and 9 and Col. 3, lines 8-36). Kameoka et al. discloses a scroll casing of the fan 
defining a first discharge passage for flowing air there through (see Figure 1 and 9 and Col. 3, 
lines 8-36). Kameoka et al. discloses an extended case connected to the first discharge passage 
in the scroll casing that defines a second discharge passage (see Figure 1 and 9 and Col. 3, lines 
8-36 and lines 65-67). Kameoka et al. discloses the second discharge passage having a cross 
sectional area that progressively increases toward an outlet thereof (see Figure 1 and 9 and Col. 
4, lines 43-53). Kameoka et al. discloses an air guide means for guiding air in the second 
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discharge passage, wherein the arcuately shaped surface extends along the second discharge 
passage defined in the extended case (see Figure 1 and 9 and Col. 4, lines 43-53). Regarding 
claim 2, Kameoka et al. discloses the air guide means having an edge at a position X to start 
increasing the vertical size of an outer wall of the extended case. Kameoka et al. discloses an 
opposite edge at a position Y to start increasing the vertical size of an inner wall of the extended 
case, wherein position X is positioned upstream of position Y (see Figure 1 and 9 and Col. 4, 
lines 43-53). Regarding claim 3, Kameoka et al. discloses the arcuately shaped surface of the air 
guide means having a radius Rl of curvature near an outer wall of the extended case. Kameoka 
et al. discloses a radius R2 of curvature near an inner wall of the extended case, wherein the 
radius Rl of curvature is greater than the radius R2 of curvature (see Figure 1 and 9 and Col. 4, 
lines 43-53). Regarding claim 8, Kameoka et al. discloses the air guide means being integral 
with the extended case and disposed in the second discharge passage (see Figure 1 and 9 and 
Col. 4, lines 43-53). Regarding claim 9, Kameoka et al. discloses the air guide means being 
separate form the extended case and fixed to the second discharge passage (see Figure 1 and 9 
and Col. 4, lines 43-53). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kameoka et 
al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,839,879). The Kameoka et al. device in the rejection of claim 1 
above, discloses all the claimed elements except (regarding claim 5) the air guide means being 
disposed on a bottom surface of the second discharge passage. The Kameoka et al. device does 
not disclose (regarding claim 6) the air guide means being disposed on a ceiling surface of the 
second discharge passage. The Kameoka et al. device does not disclose (regarding claim 7) the 
air guide means being disposed on both the bottom surface and a ceiling surface of the second 
discharge passage. 

Since Applicant has not disclosed that having the specific air guide means positioned on a 
particular wall (ceiling or bottom) solves any stated problem or is for any particular purpose 
above the fact to provide improved noise and pressure features and it appears that having the 
specific air guide means of the Kameoka et al. device would perform equally well, as claimed by 
applicant, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify the air guide means 
positioning of the Kameoka et al. device by the positioning as claimed by Applicant. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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PRIOR ART 

4. The prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure and consists of 8 patents. 

Ahn (U.S. Patent Number 6,254,336) is cited to show similar second discharge features 
as claimed by Applicant's invention. 

Larsen et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,378,361) is cited to show similar second discharge 
features as claimed by Applicant's invention. 

Botros et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,146,092) is cited to show similar second discharge 
features as claimed by Applicant's invention. 

Guillimin et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,332,759) is cited to show similar second discharge 
features as claimed by Applicant's invention. 

Osborne et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,789,301) is cited to show similar second discharge 
features as claimed by Applicant's invention. 

Heermans (U.S. Patent Number 1,914,919) is cited to show similar second discharge 
features as claimed by Applicant's invention. 

Grzina (U.S. Patent Number 4,844,693) is cited to show similar second discharge features 
as claimed by Applicant's invention. 

Pollak et al. (U.S. Patent Number 3,758,227) is cited to show similar second discharge 
features as claimed by Applicant's invention. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M McAleenan whose telephone number is 703-308-2827. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Look can be reached on 703-308-1044. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



James M. McAleenan 
Patent Examiner 
703-308-2827 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



